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FROM THE VICARAGE  January  2017 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 
 

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas celebration filled with meaning and joy. As we enter a 
New Year there is often a lot of mixed feelings and thoughts. Perhaps a sense of excitement, 
looking forward to some special event or celebration in the months ahead, the arrival of a 
new baby into the family, a long awaited holiday or visit from family and friends, a new school, 
career, job and the list can go on. The diary for most people will be relatively blank with a few 
dates already marked out. It is interesting to look back at the diary for the year just gone and 
see how days and weeks were filled up. As you think ahead do you want the year to be a 
repeat of last year? … do you want to do the same things? … or do you want to take more 
control of how your time is taken up? … are there things you need to change, activities you 
wish to stop or new ones you wish to start? A New Year is often a good time to make those 
changes and decisions. 
 
Time is a precious gift and we need to think carefully how we use it. In the Letter of James we 
read: You do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. (James 4: 14). 
Cardinal John Henry Newman had a clear understanding that God had created him for a 
purpose, to do a task for which he alone had been created. He wrote; Somehow I am 
necessary for His purposes.. I have a part in this great work, I am a link in a chain.. I have not 
been created for nothing  ...I am here to serve You, to be Your instrument. 
 
Do you feel that your life has a purpose? Do you feel called by God to carry out a task? What 
do you believe God is guiding you to do in the year ahead?  
Before allowing your diary to get filled up by others, spend some time thinking what you 
would like to enter into your diary, will you choose events and  activities more closely related 
to what you feel is your purpose and task. Discerning God's will for your life is so important. 
What would God ask you to put into your dairy?  God calls us to share in His mission and 
ministry. As well as having a task for each person God also has a task for His church.  In what 
ways shall we share in God's mission and ministry in the community? What role will our 
church carry out in the coming year? How will we serve the people around us? 
 
The answer is given by Jesus when He said to His disciples .. 

 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of time.” (Matthew 
28:19). 
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In these words of Jesus we have the purpose and the task clearly set out for us.... to make 
and nurture disciples and to teach the faith, by word and deed. The great promise from 
this passage is that Jesus assures us He is with us until the end of time. 

As we start a New Year, let us pray and consider what we as individuals and as the church 
are being called by God to do, let us purposefully fill in our diaries as we make plans for 
the future We can be encouraged knowing that Jesus is with us as we seek to do His will  
and to share in His mission and ministry.            

Here is a popular poem written in 1908 by Minnie Haskins, read by King George in his 
radio broadcast in 1939.. 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

May God bless all we seek to do in His name in the year ahead.  

                                                                                 Geoff 

 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 

 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally 18th to 25 th January and the 
Churches Together in Pocklington, CTIP, share worship together. 
 
The service is on Sunday 22nd January and this year will take place at the Methodist Church 
at 11.00am, shared by congregations from All Saints, the Pocklington Christian Fellowship, 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Methodist Church. There is no service at All Saints at 
10.45am on that day, but there is an 8.00am Communion service. 
 
The worship will be based on the verses from   2 Corinthians 5: 14-20 and this year the 
service has been produced by Christians in Germany. Each year a different country 
produces the service material. Do come along and enjoy worship with Christians from the 
other churches in our town. 
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You  

                 

 

Friday, 25th November at midday saw the start of 16 days of Activism against Gender Based 
Violence and we lit a candle and held a short service of prayer in the Lady Chapel. 
 
On Tuesday, 6th December we held our Advent Service. It was a lovely service led by Revd. 
Geoff Hollingsworth and the preacher was our Diocesan MU Chaplain, Revd. Canon John 
Ford. Thank you to Dot & Ken Townley for preparing the service and to Bronnie for playing 
the organ. It was good to see our Archdeaconry Vice President Hilary Castle and also 
members from other Branches. There was plenty of fellowship afterwards when we 
enjoyed cake and mulled wine. Thank you to Pat and Margaret for the baking. 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday, 3rd January when it will be "Party Time". 
 
May I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 2017. 
 
With many Blessings 

Josie Penter  

                                                                                         

                                       
As we enter any new year, I often wonder what it will bring, but also look back to see what 

really sticks out in my mind from the previous 12 months.  When I think of Little Saints I can 

honestly say that it’s one of the highlights of my week: planning the sessions at home and 

researching some story and song ideas and how the children can help me tell the story, 

enjoying fellowship with new and familiar faces and seeing our little children grow and 

change and become more aware of their own thoughts and feelings and those of their 

friends. All these new experiences can be very tricky for pre-

schoolers, sorting out the ‘pecking order’, learning to share and being 

encouraged to do more and more for themselves which can highlight 

what we can do on our own and where we might need a little help. 

We recently had a session where we looked at some very simple 

sums.  
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We had 4 sums written down and the children were able to work out, by counting on their 

fingers, the answers to: 1+1, 1+2 and 2+2.  But then it got a bit tricky. The last sum was 

29+57.  The children held up their fingers, started to count, and then it all went very quiet- 

we’d run out of options, we didn’t know what to do next, should we take off our socks and 

start on our toes? Well, we thought that may only help for so long!  As luck would have it, I 

had a calculator in my bag - something we could use when we had not enough fingers and 

toes, and no paper to work out the sum. Children love a gadget so we had all sorts of sums 

typed in and answers given and we did eventually come up with 86. Every day we stumble 

across things we find difficult - things that we may not be able to do on our own. I think 

children are often better at asking for help than adults, they don’t have as much pride to 

get in the way, but we made a list of who we could ask if we were struggling with 

something, whether it’s a little problem, or a big worry: Mummy, Daddy, Nanny, Granddad, 

our best friend, our teacher and of course God – who is always with us and loves it when 

we ask for his help.  I don’t know if He would tell us that 29+57=86, but sometimes just the 

asking makes the problem seem not so bad.  

Now I don’t often make New Year resolutions.  I think they tend to be good for January, and 

maybe a bit of February, but by the time I get to March I’m sick of the whole idea and fed 

up of feeling a bit guilty about not being very good at sticking to it – but maybe this year, 

instead of trying to give up chocolate or cake (not a chance), I might start to listen to the 

advice of the children and talk to God more, ask Him for His help, even when I feel that it’s 

such a little insignificant matter, and try to spend a bit more time on the other part of the 

conversation with God – the listening. Children are actually very good at listening, they’re 

like little sponges and soak up all kinds of information and 

facts – let’s join them and make a joint resolution for 2017 to 

encourage their relationship and conversation with God, and 

each other, as much as we can. That would be something 

worth sticking to! 

Dear God, Thank you for helping us when we find things 

difficult.  May we remember that there are lots of people 

willing to help us and that we can ask for your help too.  Amen. 

Kirsty 
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Christmas at All Saints –  a rich experience    by Rodney Nicholson 

 
I have not witnessed all the Advent/pre-Christmas events at All Saints but those I have 

attended have been enjoyable and indeed inspiring. Kathleen and I came with a friend from 

our old parish to the Advent evening service, sung by Good Company, with Michael Cooper. 

In our friend, Joan’s view, it was the highlight of her weekend stay with us. Kathleen and I 

too felt the singing and music to be uplifting and a good start to Advent. I could not be at 

the Christingle service on 4th December with Rachel and Bronnie but I hear it all went really 

well. 

 The Christmas concert by the Pocklington Singers on Saturday 10th was excellent too, 

offering a delightful selection of seasonal songs, interspersed with readings. I was 

fascinated to learn from Michael that 41 different tunes can be set to ‘Away in a Manger’. 

The one the choir sang was familiar and a welcome change from the usual tune, which is 

fine for a service with children present. With such a strong lead from the Singers, the 

congregational carols were a joy to sing. 

 All Saints church has close links with Pocklington School but we also enjoy good 

relations with Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, fostered by Mike Bailey, who 

maintains the church link. The school staged a brilliant concert in church, of which the 

crowning glory was the Halleluiah Chorus performed by a seventy-strong choir and 

orchestra. Freddie Taylor, a first year pupil, who also plays in a band, put his heart and soul 

into his cornet accompaniment. They also gave a delightful rendering of Vaughan Williams’ 

Somerset Carols. Martin, the head of music, has clearly done a superb job. 

The following morning, Wednesday 14th, the whole school – all 1000 students 

approximately - came to church in three groups for a half hour carol service at 9.30, 10.30 

and 11.30am. Year 10 had prepared this years’ service, choosing Mind, the mental health 

charity, for the donations. Jenny Rankin, youth worker at St Paul’s church, Holgate, York hit 

just the right note in her five-minute talk on the meaning of Christmas, based on the angel’s 

message: ‘Fear not, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people’. 

As I write this, I look forward to the Scouts/British Heart Foundation carol service 

which features solos and a duet by young singers Emma Burke and Tom Baarda, Cubs 

remembering 100 years of their movement (as near to 7.17pm as we can make it), laying 

strips of material in a crate to “make it welcoming for Jesus”, a Christmas musical quiz by 

Michael Cooper, plus popular carols and more. 

The consumerism of Christmas is often lamented, with justification. I would rather, 

however, be positive and focus on the excellent programme on offer at All Saints, 

Pocklington and elsewhere. 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 

                   Sharing God's blessings. 
Innocent children whose lives are yet still young  

Lie limp limbed, skin drawn taut over visible bones, 

Their round eyes staring, "Help me!" they seem to cry, 

As war and famine steal their lives and homes. 

"Is it 'amen' to the Yemen"? the scorched earth sighs 

And parents remain helpless, too weak to give tongue 

To their anger and anguish at the horror in their land. 

 

So who are we, and where are we  

In this world of desperate need, 

Where children wail and sob with hunger, 

Clinging to parents who can only sit and wait  

For aid to come from far off places, 

And pray that it will not come too late? 

Oh who are we if we can only stand and stare, 

Or turn our backs, or hide our face? 

Christ calls us now to show His love, to share  

The bounty that we receive through His good grace. 

And however little we can give to these our sisters, brothers, 

May it show to them a fraction of God's kind face, 

His face of love shining out His blessings, 

Pouring down His compassion, comfort and hope  

Into their sea of suffering, that dry and desert place. 

 

                       Paddy. 

 
News from St. Mary’s,Huggate (Courtesy of Huggate News) 
 
 A lot of maintenance and repair is being tackled to improve the use and look of the church.  
Visitors may have noticed that the worn carpet, which was trapping damp in the floor and 
damaging the structure, was lifted in the summer. The paving is now drying out, and looks 
much better than the tired carpet.  Some repairs to the roof and cleaning of the bell tower 
should start soon, along with removal of overgrown trees in the churchyard. Long needed 
repairs to joinery, to make safe unstable flooring in the chancel, are also due shortly. A plan 
is in place to extract the unused water storage tank from the north aisle, releasing some 
space for rearrangement or storage. As the tank has been boxed in by pews for many years, 
this operation may be something of an exciting spectacle! Advice is being obtained about 
planning a lighting scheme which will both give better illumination for the congregation and 
show off the beautiful architecture of the building 



9 
 

                                                York Anglican Cursillo 

I was lucky enough to attend a Cursillo weekend at Wydale Hall, Brompton near 

Scarborough recently .It was a truly a tremendous experience .From the moment we 

arrived we were showered with love and kindness in a very peaceful setting. 

Cursillo is a movement of the Church providing a method by which Christians are 

empowered to grow through prayer, study and action .The participants are called 

“Pilgrims” because the weekend is based on the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, 

but instead of trekking many miles we go on a spiritual pilgrimage staying at Wydale Hall 

Retreat House. 

On this weekend there were 6 of us attending as pilgrims, but the groups can be up to 16 

people. There were 20 Cursillo members there to help settle us in, guide us and give talks 

throughout the weekend .They have training meetings before hand and pray for us. 

Cursillo members throughout the country and the world pray for the new pilgrims and 

send prayer cards and greetings to all of us .The generosity and love we were shown was 

quite amazing .There were two spiritual advisors on hand at all times to give us help and 

support of needed. 

Each day started with a Eucharist in the Chapel followed by breakfast and then talks were 

given in the conference room. We had five short talks each day .After each talk we had 2 

minutes meditation followed by group discussion, later on giving feed back to the whole 

group. 

Although the days were very full, we were given regular coffee/tea breaks .We also had 

some free time to go out and explore the wonderful gardens or get a drink from the Bar 

before meals .We had three meals (Buffet style ) a day which were excellent and catered 

for a variety of diets. 

Following our weekend we get the chance to meet up with people who have attended 

Cursillo at group reunions to help inspire each other on our Christian journey .We also 

have the opportunity to meet others from across the Diocese at meetings called Ultreyas, 

which means “onward –keep going “ 

It was a privilege to have so many people share their different experiences and Faith 

journeys with the help and support of Cursillo. There were letters from people all over 

the world offering their prayers and encouragement .It certainly gave us the opportunity 

to look at our own Faith and discover our own gifts and any weaknesses. We could 

discuss any concerns we had at any time with the spiritual advisors. 

So much effort was put into the weekend, we had a constant supply of sweets (including 

Jelly Babies) on our tables which were regularly replenished by the gofers! We made so 

many new friends who we will keep in touch with through Cursillo meetings. 
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Each day ended with prayers in the Chapel and on our final day the Bishop of Selby came 

to the Eucharist Service along with many other Cursillo members, where we were 

presented with our Cursillo crosses .We had the opportunity to give our feedback of the 

weekend in the final service. 

The weekend runs from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon .The purpose of the 

weekend –in the words of Cursillo –is to “send out equipped witnesses, empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to call other people to God in their situation “.This is done through 3 days 

of prayer and worship; short talks coupled with opportunities to reflect and respond; 

good food and much fun. 

I certainly felt inspired by my 3 days and cannot speak highly enough of the weekend. 

The love and support that you are given exceeds anything I have experienced. I now pray 

that many of you will take up the opportunity to attend one of these courses .The next 

one will be held at Wydale Hall in May 2017. 

Pat Herbert 

. 

 

 Rotas!  It is time to think about doing the Cleaning Rotas and Sunday Coffee Rotas for next 

year.  Could I ask if people would consider helping, it is only once every six weeks if we have 

enough volunteers. We all enjoy having a coffee after the service and sitting in a beautiful 

clean Church.  Please help if you are able to do so.  Contact Pat Herbert on 303605. Many 

thanks. 

Church Flowers at Christmas 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped to decorate the Church 

so beautifully for the Christmas Season.  All the effort has been very much admired by both 

the congregation and visitors. 

 May I also thank those who contributed so generously towards the Flower Fund.  Your 

support is essential and always very much appreciated.  

Once again may I remind everyone that we are always looking for new members to join the 

Team.   I feel sure there are some who would like to try arranging flowers but feel they are 

not good enough – honestly, experience is not necessary.  Please have a word with myself 

or any member of the Team.  

I wish you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

Betty Douglas 

 

I                                                                                             
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St Mary & St Joseph’s School Development Fund 

 

In the community and Parish of St Mary & St Joseph’s in Pocklington, we are trying to raise 

funds for our Primary School’s Development Fund. 

Many of you will know that we have a little Catholic Primary School in Pocklington, on the 

site next door to the Infant School, at the end of Maxwell Road.  It is a flourishing and 

happy school for children from ages 4 to 11 with just over 100 pupils on roll. 

Our school, like all Catholic schools and many Church of England schools, is Voluntary 

Aided.  This means that, although it is a state funded school, the Diocese contributes to the 

building costs.  In return for these contributions, Voluntary Aided schools have a greater 

influence over the running of the school, such as the appointment of Foundation Governors 

and more control over admissions.    

The school and Parish community have to raise 10% of any capital expenditure -that is any 

money spent on the building, on the playground, on the boiler- the list goes on and on, and, 

of course, the costs soon mount up.  For example, three years ago we were lucky enough to 

receive a government grant of £60,000 to upgrade our little kitchen.  What a difference it 

made!   For the first time in years we were able, once again, to cook fresh meals on site for 

the children.  But the governors had to find £6,000 towards that cost. 

As you can imagine, the raising of these funds is a constant on-going need - just as the 

building needs are constant and on-going.  But our real dream is to try and raise money 

towards a new school hall.   Our school, like so many built in the 1960’s, was catering for a 

much smaller number of children.  Fifty years ago there were less than 50 children in the 

school, now there are more than 100.  Over the years we have managed to expand to meet 

the growing numbers, with an extra classroom and cloakrooms; more staff and office 

accommodation; and greater playground areas.  The one area we have not managed to 

change yet is the school hall.  We have an architect’s plan -we have huge hopes for our 

children-  but we are still a long way off finding the money, which could be more than 

£600,000 !    

So every fund-raising event, such as Phil Gilbank’s Talk in All Saints on 24th February, is a 

step in the right direction. 

Rowan Blake-James 
 
01759 302519 
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200 Club 
 
The 2017 200 Club already has over 100 members and the first draw will be made in 
January.  If you would like to support the Church with just £12 you may win a monthly prize 
of £25 or a quarterly prize of at least £75.  Forms are at the back of the Church or ring Julian 
Tremayne on 01759 306527. 
 
Thank you.  Julian 
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WHAT SHALL I WEAR TODAY? was the name of the article in last month's magazine, 

looking at the variety of clerical vestments, their colours, use and origins. 

The article concluded with the comment that once the right clothing for the service has been 

decided upon, the next decision is -  WHICH SERVICE AM I TAKING? 

If you thought the variety of vestments was complicated, this is nothing compared to the 

variety of services. 

 

There is Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Holy Communion, A Service of the Word, all these 

for genral worship on a Sunday, plus what are called Occasional Offices, which comprise of 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. The word Occasional is a misnomer as they are certainly 

not occasional in the strict sense of the word. In our Pocklington Group we have about 120 per 

year! This is in addition to services every Sunday and mid week. 

 

Each service has its own origins. The Holy Communion for example has its origins in the Last 

Supper, shared by Jesus with his disciples on Maundy Thursday before his arrest and 

crucifixion the day after, Good Friday. At the Last Supper Jesus took the bread, blessed it and 

distributed it among the twelve disciples and commanded them to Do This In Remembrance 

Of Me. Likewise with the wine, after supper he took the wine, blessed it and distributed it, 

again saying Do This In Remembrance Of Me. Since that evening 2000 years ago, this 

command has been followed and has become our Holy Communion service. It has various 

names – The Lord's Supper, Mass, the Eucharist. Throughout time it has modified its language, 

whilst retaining its basic structure and in 1662 both structure and wording were fixed in what 

we call the Book of Common Prayer, BCP. Many people love the words of that service and in 

our Group of churches we still have the BCP communion service.  

 

In time some felt the words should be modernised and an attempt was made to modify them 

in 1928 resulting in what we call the The Green Prayer Book and although it was never 

formally approved many churches used that 1928 service. Again some desired to update the 

wording and so we had in 1980 the Alternative Service Book which was authorised for just 20 

years, expiring in 2000 when it was replaced by what we have and use today, called Common 

Worship.  

 

 In addition there are a variety of books with Additional or Seasonal material with sentences 

and prayers for use at different times of the year. This results in our having a basic Holy 

Communion service with seasonal variations for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 

Trinity and special Sundays such as Palm Sunday, All Saints Day, Saints Days. 

 

As a result there is now a separate Holy Communion book for each season of the year and 

these are colour coded eg purple for Advent and Lent, White for Christmas, Epiphany and 

Gold for Easter, and green for Trinity. 
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That is a simple introduction to the Holy communion Service In addition there are the other 

servics which likewise have seasonal material and alternative sentences. 

All services used in the Church of England have to be authorised by the church, called  the 

Authorised Services.When a priest is ordained he/she makes the Declaration of Assent 

affirming to use only the Authorised Services. Ministers cannot use any service which takes 

their fancy – it has to be an authorised one. 

SO ---- having decided which vestments to wear, the next question is Which Service Am I 

Taking? As you can see there is a plethora of services, seasonal material, additions and 

variations. 

If you have wondered why there are so many service books at church, all a different colour, 

hopefully the above information will shed some light on the reasons.      Geoff     

      

 

The front cover of the magazine is always in colour and if you have a suitable photograph 

or painting of local interest that could adorn an issue, then please send it on to me. Also if 

you would like to write a piece for the magazine I would be pleased to include it –it could 

be about a town or church that you visited, a local event, a craft activity. 

Please have a word if you are uncertain as to whether it would appropriate. 

               The Magazine is printed each month in the office. However it is also on the  
Church's website to download (along with the bi-monthly Link) 
                                          www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
 
     

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
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Better together  by Rodney Nicholson 

 
MOST of us will have family members who are, or were, worshippers in non-Anglican 

churches. No doubt some readers of this magazine have transferred, at some stage in their 

life, to the Anglican Church. Such a flow between churches is healthy because we all, 

through baptism and faith, belong to the one body of Christ. 

 It is good that today, as has been the case for many years, we are not in competition 

with each other. We need one another and we work to the same end: worshipping God and 

serving his kingdom. Sadly we remain separate churches, and such division is a scandal. 

Jesus prayed that all his people might be one. The Church’s prayer, “thy kingdom comes”, 

lacks sincerity if that same Church is not doing all it can to unite, not for its own sake but, in 

Jesus’s words, “so that the world may believe”. 

 Here in Pocklington clergy/ministers and representatives of the four churches meet 

twice a year specifically to plan joint activity. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes 

in January, when on Sunday 22nd  at 11am there will be a united service at the Methodist 

Church, for which Neville Simpson is preparing an imaginative act of worship. Do please 

support this with your presence. Other joint events follow during the year, including the 

Lent Course, A united act of witness in the town centre on Good Friday and The Big Sing at 

Burnby Hall on Sunday June 11. 

Yes, Christian unity is important because Jesus prayed for it. Not to take it seriously 

means treating lightly what Jesus considered a priority. He knew that his mission to bring 

the Good News into the world would be far less effective if his followers were disagreeing 

among themselves. God is one – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Church which is his body 

on earth should also be one. Unity among Christians is also a sign of hope for the world. 

How can we expect people in Syria or Nigeria to get on together if we Christians, who have 

so much in common, disagree?  

Being individuals, with our own idiosyncrasies, we shall not always think the same 

way. There are some matters of belief where not all Christians think alike, just as different 

styles of worship appeal to different people. The same applies to a family, whose members 

may not agree about everything. On the fundamentals, however, as expressed in the 

Nicene Creed, we are united and, so long as we love the one Lord Jesus Christ, we should 

come together as closely as possible for his sake.  

“Never do separately what we can do together” is a good motto. Bishop David 

Shepherd and Archbishop Derek Warlock practised this in Liverpool in the 1980s, with great 

effect in what was potentially a divided community. May we strive for God’s people to be 

truly one. 

 

The deadline for the January edition is 9am Friday 20th January and 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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                                     The Study of All Saints Building Materials     by Phil Gilbank          

The study of All Saints building materials as a way of understanding the history of the church 

has continued through 2016, and an appeal has now gone out to ask if anyone has the 

software or expertise to create a plan of the church that portrays all its different building 

periods. 

Pocklington Local History Group and Friends of All Saints joined forces earlier in the year to 

bring the expert of East Yorkshire church stone, Richard Myerscough, to come over from 

Bridlington to inspect All Saints; and it turned out to be a fascinating visit, which has added 

much to our knowledge of All Saints and also opened new avenues of research.  

 

Richard (who was delighted to be greeted by his namesake and All Saints churchwarden, 

Brian Myerscough) is a geologist, so he studies the history of a church through its building 

materials. He has lectured and written extensively about Yorkshire Wolds churches, and has 

investigated several village churches in the Pocklington Group; but this was the first time he 

had looked at All Saints. He found it a really interesting edifice, and in particular he was able 

to give new focus to the origins of the church. 

 

He was also able to identify that the oldest part of All Saints - the cruciform core of nave 

and north and south transepts, the odd shaped, yellow and orange-brown stone walling - is 

of indigenous 'rubble' construction. The original builders of All Saints did not use quarried 

stone (there was no local source of stone of sufficient quality that could be quarried), but 

they would have collected pieces of a usable size from the fields around the town. Some of 

the square limestones amongst this early construction are undoubtedly reused and were 

probably ‘robbed’ from nearby Roman villas. 

 

With local materials limited and likely to have run out, this meant that the stone of the 

second building phase at All Saints - the aisles on either side of the nave – had to be 

imported, and Richard identified it as ‘Birdsall Gritstone’, which is consistent with Dr 

Leadman’s history of the church, written in the 1890s, which said: ‘There is a tradition that 

the stone used in building this church was brought from Acklam-on-the-Wolds’. 

The final phase in the 15th century, including the tower, saw that stone identified as West 

Yorkshire limestone, likely from Tadcaster.  

A particularly notable find from this re-examination of the interior and exterior of All Saints 

was the 'discovery' of an early Anglo-Norman cross built into the back wall of the church. The 

cross, described as an 'expanded armed' or Maltese cross, has been identified as being from 

the first quarter of the 12th century, circa 1120, and is built into the exterior west wall of the 

church, close to a perpendicular window. It would originally have been the gravestone of a 

notable local citizen, and was reused when the church was extended around two centuries 

after his death. 
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More information on the cross has been provided by Dr Aleksandra McClain, a lecturer in 

medieval church architecture at York University, and a leading expert in late Saxon and Anglo-

Norman monuments. 

She commented: "It's a gravestone from the early 12th century, my guess would be 1120-
1130. It's not unusual for such stones to be reused a couple of centuries later in church 
extensions, It’s not that weathered so it may originally have been inside the church, but it 
could also have stood in the churchyard within the area of the extension. 

"It’s a bit wonky - the upper left section of the cross is not symmetrical. You see a lot of that 
in earlier crosses, it indicates it was a locally produced piece rather than being bought in 
from further afield from a professional workshop." 

The person that the cross commemorates must have been of some wealth and standing to 
have afforded such a memorial, but unfortunately there is no way of identifying who it 
might have been. Early Norman gravestones often have additional emblem adjacent to the 
cross - a sword indicating a knight or lord, shears for their wives, or a books and chalices for 
priests - but in this case the re-used gravestone has been 'trimmed' to fit into the wall and 
any emblem it might have had was destroyed. 

Nevertheless it provides a unique link with both the early All Saints and Pocklington's roots 
in the early Norman period. 
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Richard Myerscough also believes that the large mis-shaped stones at the foot of the pillar 
in the downstairs meeting room are foundation stones from the earliest wooden church on 
the site, possibly stretching back to Saxon times. More information was also shared about 
our font – it is fashioned from Purbeck marble, and is thought to be the only surviving 
Purbeck marble font in Yorkshire. 

The visit also threw up a conundrum. The small, white rectangular slabs dotted around the 
floor of All Saints are ‘Hildenley Limestone’, which is one of the rarest and most valuable 
building materials in the country. So how did quantities of Hildenley, usually reserved for 
monasteries, cathedrals and stately homes, come to be used for All Saints floor repairs? The 
History Group’s Andrew Sefton came up with a plausible theory that the stones were 
reused from the Archbishop’s Palace at Bishop Wilton – the Archbishop’s medieval summer 
residence would certainly have demanded high status building materials, when it fell into 
ruins in the 15th century some of its stone was used to build a manor house next to the 
church at Bishop Wilton, and this manor house was demolished around 1902 at the very 
time that All Saints was undergoing a major refurbishment, including having its old pews 
removed and being re-floored. 

An initiative to develop the findings of original visit has been picked up by the Pocklington 
U3A Mediaeval Churches group, led by Chris Bond, who have subsequently made a 
photographic study of All Saints, taking hundreds of photographs of the interior and 
exterior of the church. 

And they are next meeting in All Saints at 10.30am on Thursday 9 February to analyse 
discuss their findings. From this they hope to develop a new plan of the building detailing 
its various periods, hence the appeal for software or person to help them produce it. If 
anyone has or knows of such expertise, please contact Chris Bond or Phil Gilbank. 
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                                         The Father of English Cartography 

 

      Sir Bernard Ingham, in his book 'Yorkshire Greats: The County's Fifty Finest', did a great 

disservice to the county and nation by not including Christopher Saxton rather than such 

lightweights as Brian Clough and Barbara Harrison. Saxton (1542-1610) was the first 

cartographer to compile an atlas of all the English and Welsh counties, and by doing so placed 

his native land and county in competition with the Dutch, the leaders at the time in 

cartography. 

      Christopher Saxton was born at Dunningley, in the parish of West Ardsley between Leeds 

and Wakefield. Educated at Cambridge and adopting the profession of surveyor, Saxton was 

apprenticed as a map maker to John Rudd, vicar of Dewsbury (of which place Saxton in 1600 

made the famous town plan, currently in Dewsbury Public Library). Friendship at the age of 

twenty-five with Londoner Thomas Seckford resulted in Seckford becoming Saxton's mentor. 

Seckford, through his position as Master of Requests to Queen Elizabeth, had influence at 

court and almost certainly used this influence to obtain financial assistance for Saxton to 

undertake mapping individual counties, never before attempted. 

      Commenced in 1573, the survey was completed by 1579 and Saxton’s 'Atlas of England 

and Wales' was published the same year. Available in both atlas form and as single sheets, 

each single sheet then sold for four old pence (1.6 new pence), today for thousands of 

pounds. Saxton's maps were an instant success and were reissued many times up until 1600.  

      The map of Yorkshire is the only double page map in the atlas. Saxton employed another 

Yorkshireman, Augustine Ryther, to produce the engraved copperplate for this map as well 

as for four others in the atlas. For a further hundred years Saxton's maps formed the basic 

information for other cartographers and plagiarists to issue their own maps.  

      The difficulties associated with mapping England and Wales in the sixteenth century, and 

in the space of only six years, should not be understated.  Saxton's efforts were undoubtedly 

assisted by the Privy Council granting him a special privilege, and issued injunctions  ordering 

Mayors, Justices of Peace and other officials to 'see him conducted unto any tower, castle, 

high place or hill to view the country, and that he may be accompanied with one or two 

honest men such as do best know the country...'  This sentence provides the clue to the 

possible but unconfirmed method Saxton may have used for many of his observations – a 

crude form of triangulation in order to establish the basic map then, supported by local 

people, to fill in the gaps with town and village names. Saxton recorded as many place names 

as he could, as well as the approximate routes of rivers together with the critically important 

rare bridges that provided safe river crossing points but which also considerably extended 

the mileage his team had to travel. It would be a further one hundred years before the 

surveyor Ogilby provided map makers with a basic road network. 
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        Saxton would have had to criss-cross the countryside with (probably armed) protection, 

using donkeys to transport his equipment, and assistants to help him take and record 

observations. The occupants of many isolated and normally unvisited villages and hamlets 

would have been completely unused to seeing suspicious strangers taking measurements 

and making notes, causing resentment and aggression.  Attack by thieves and highwaymen 

was not uncommon. Apart from some of the original Roman roads still in use, the sixteenth 

century countryside ‘road’ network consisted of nothing more than poorly maintained tracks. 

Travelling conditions would have been very difficult or impossible in winter, finding one's way 

uncertain due to the absence of signage, safe overnight stops always difficult to find.Saxton's 

achievement in completing his project within a period of six years is quite remarkable. 

         The copperplates on which Saxton's maps were engraved mysteriously disappeared 

after his death, only to turn up in the possession of Philip Lea (flourished 1666-1700), a very 

competent cartographer, map seller and globe and instrument maker. Lea made 

considerable alterations to the plates, and while his 'Saxton' maps do not today command 

the price of Saxton's originals they are still highly prized. What antique map collectors and 

lay enthusiasts today  have to be aware of are dealers and members of the public (eBay) 

selling  'Saxton-Hole' and 'Saxton-Kip' designated maps – these were the work of plagiarists 

and have no particular value apart from their antiquity. 

 

John Ackerley 

 

                                                

                                    Front cover of Saxton’s 'Atlas of England and Wales' 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Saxton's_Frontispiece.jpg
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                                December Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 1st   9.15 am Family Service (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 8th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 22nd    9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 15th      9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 1st        9.15 am All Age Worship  
 8th  11.00 am Morning Prayer (CW) with Baptism 
 15th   9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 22nd  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Londesborough  
 8th      10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 22nd    10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 8th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 22nd  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 15th    10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 
 Pocklington 
 1st    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1st      10.45 am  Family Communion (CW 
 8th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 8th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 15th   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 15th     10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Guest Preacher  
 22nd  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 22nd   11.00 am CTIP service at Methodist Church  
 22nd  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 29th  10.45 am Holy Communion (CW) Group Service 
 29th  4.00 pm Special Candlemas 
                                                                               
 Shiptonthorpe 
 1st  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 8th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 15th  10.45 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 22nd  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

  

 27th November  Owen Richard Smith  (Pocklington) 

 27th November  Riley Shawn Ian Smith  (Pocklington) 

 4th December  Caitlyn Florence Christine Clarkson (Huggate) 

 11th December  Grace Christina Brown  (Pocklington)  

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

 

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 28th November             Albert William Richardson (Octon) 

 28th November             Doreen Marjorie Stone  (Pocklington) 

 29th November             Clarissa Maureen Farrow (Pocklington) 

 30th November             James Carlton (Pocklington) 

 5th December                Irene Worthington (Pocklington) 

 14th December              Peter Boyce  (Cremated Remains, Great Givendale) 

 15th December              Angela Staveley  (Pocklington) 

 16th December              Josephine Anne Hands  (Octon)  
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £27.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £415.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

